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II* An uncommon Dropsy from the Want of & 
Kidney; and a Defer tption of a large Saccus 
that contain d the Water \ by Samuel Glafs, 
Surgeon^ at Oxford ; fent to Dr. Mead. 

November n, 1746. 

Read Jan. 8. \JfART Nix> who lived at Hampton- 
^746"7- AYl cp ojk> a fmaI1 y illage in Oxford* 

jhtre, had been remarkable all her Life for the pre- 
ternatural Size of her Belly. After her Death, I had 
the Curiofity, together with fome learned Gentlemen 
of the Univerfity, to infpeft her Body. Her Mother 
was then prefent, and informed us, that this her 
Daughter was born dropfical $ that fhe hcrfelf had 
been ill of the fame Difeafe for fome time before, 
and during, her Pregnancy 5 but, on the Birth of 
this Child, flie was freed from that Diforder. 

The Child, tho' born dropfical, prov'd otherwife 
healthy 5 and, notwithftanding the Difeafe continu- 
ally increafed as fhe grew up, liv'd to be near twenty- 
three Years of Age. 

She was a tali well-proportion'd Woman, except 
with Regard to the enormous Size of her Belly; and, 
for one of fo unwieldy a Bulk, healthy, brisk, and 
a&ive. Her Appetite was always good, and fhe was 
never more than ordinarily thirfty 5 had no remarkable 
Difficulty of Breathing, not even when fhe lay fu- 
pine, nor did hex Thighs or Legs ever fwell. Her 
Menfes 7 which appear'd at the ufuai Time of Life, 
continued regular, till within eight Months of her 
Death. The only Complaint was now- and then a 
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Pain in making Water; and the Quantity flic made 
was commonly about four or five Ounces. 

Upon the Suppreffion of her Catamenia, there fuc- 
cceded a c Dyfpnoea, Lofs of Appetite, Emaciation of 
the fuperior Parts, and a Tumcfa&ioiv of one of her 
Legs with Ulcerations. Thcfc Symptoms gradually 
incrcafed till her Death. 

Upon taking the Dimenfions of her Body before 
DifTection, we found the Circumference of her Abr 
domen to be jufl: fix Feet four Inches, and from the. 
Xyphoid Cartilage to the Os Tabis it meafur'd four 
Ecct and half an Inch. The cutaneous VcflTels, dif- 
tributed upon the Abdomen 7 were remarkably large, 
and diftended with Blood, and the fpurious Ribs 
were prcfled greatly outwards and upwards. 

After this general View of the external Parts, we. 
began the Diftc&ion, by dividing the Cartilages of 
the fix fuperior Ribs, and raifing the Sternum. The 
Thorax htm* laid open, wc obferved that the Dia- 
phragm was forcibly protruded into that Cavity. 
The Bafe of the Heart lay under the right Clavicle, 
and its Apex upon the molt convex. Part of the Dia- 
phragm; which Convexity advanced as high up as 
the third fuperior Rib. The Lungs were furprifingly 
final I, fcarcc exceeding in Magnitude thofe of a new- 
born Child. The right Lobe flightly adher'd to the 
5P leura , the left was free, and both were in a found 
State. Within the 'Pericardium was found, as ufual, 
a fmall Quantity of Liquor, but none in the Cavity 
of the Thorax. 

We next perforated the Abdomen in the mod con* 
venicnt depending Part, and evacuated from thence 
a furprifing Quantity of Water, which was lightly 
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tinged of a Coffee- Colour, limpid as Urine, and not 
in the leaft fetid. This Water was carefully mea-* 
fur'd, and found to be not above a Pint lefs than 
thirty Gallons Wine Mcafure $ which ixiuft weigh, 
according to the common Calculation, near 240 /. 

We afterwards made an Incifion into the Abdo- 
men along the Linea alba. The Integuments 
upon the epigaftric Region were very thin ; the ab- 
dominal Mulclcs much extenuated; and above the. 
Umbilicus the Tunica cellulofa contained no Fat 5 but 
from the Navel to the CXr 'Pubis, the Tanniculus. 
adipofits was half an Inch thick. Upon dilating the 
Incifton, the large membranous Bag that contain'ci 
the Water prefented itfclf to View, adhering tranf* 
verfly about ten Inches to the anterior Part of the 
Peritoneum. 

This Adhefion being fcparated, we had a full 
View of this wonderful Rcfervoir, which was of an 
enormous Size, and had almoft occupied the whole 
Cavity of the Abdomen* In Figure, Colour, Thick- 
nefs, Number, Magnitude and Diftribution of Biood 
veffels, it very much refcmbled the Uterus of a 
Cow at the End of Gcftation. The whole Infide was 
fcabrous, and look'd as if parboiled 5 and here and 
there was obferv'd a fmall Quantity of a Coffee* 
colour'd Sediment. On the left inferior Part was 
difcover'd the Orifice of a Duct, which opai'd ob- 
liquely into the Cavity of the Saccus> and would 
eaftly admit of a large Goofe Quill. From this Open- 
ing the Tube advane'd about twelve Inches between 
the Membranes of the Bag obliquely. upwards, and 
towards the right, from whence it was infleftcd 
downwards, and pafs'd between the Duplicature of 
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the Ligament um latum Uteri, to be inferted into 
the Bladder of Urine. The Saccus was conneded to 
the Ligarnentum fufpenforium Hepatis, to a confi- 
derable Part of the Mefocolon, to the "Peritoneum 
on the right Side in two or three different Places, 
to the fame Membrane the whole Length of the 
Spine, and to the Ligarnentum latum Uteri on the 
right Side of the Body. 

The Liver was found, but lefs than in a natural 
State; and its convex Part adheni clofely to the 
Diaphragm. The Stomach, Spleen, Omentum, fmall 
Inteftines, and the upper Part of the Colon, were 
thruft very high up into the left Hypochondrium. 
The Convolutions of the lower Part of the fame 
Inteftine were intirely obliterated ; and that, toge- 
ther with the Reffum, formed one continued ftrait 
Tube, from the left Hypochondrium down to the 
Anus. The left Kidney, with its emulgent Veffels 
and Ureter, were in their natural State and Situation, 
The Uterus, Tuba Fallopiana, and Ovarium, on the 
fame Side, had nothing preternatural $ but, on the 
right Side, the Fallopian Tube and Ovary were dif- 
pos'd in a very extraordinary Manner. The Tube> 
by means of the Adhefion of the Ligarnentum latum 
Uteri to the Saccus, was extended to three times its 
ordinary Length. The Ovary was likew'ife, by the fame 
Caufe, renderd very preternatural, being no lefs 
than five Inches three Quarters long, one Inch broad, 
two Tenths of an Inch thick, and two Inches and 
half diftant from the Uterus. The Bladder of Urine 
was very fmall, but appeared to be found. 

We then made an accurate Search for the right 
Kidney $ but, to our great Surprize, found no 
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fuch VtfcuSj nor any thing analogous to it, unlcfs 
the Saccus that contained the Water already dc~ 
fcrib'd, may be. cfkemed fuch: And what fccm'd to 
favour this Opinion, was the Difpofition of the 
c-mulgcnt VefTels on the right Side, which were pro- 
pagated from the Aorta and Vena cava to this Sac- 
cus, in the fame manner as to the Kidney on the 
oppofite Side,- and, after having ran twelve or four- 
tccn Inches between the Membranes of the Bag with- 
out any Ramifications, were diftributcd all over it 
in the Manner before-mention'd. 

From the foregoing Account the following Que- 
ries are naturally iuggefted, which I leave to the 
Determination of the Learned : 

Query i. Was not the Saccus originally a mis-fliapen 
Kidney, and the Duft a Ureter? 

Query 2. Was not the Water contained in the Sac- 
cus prevented from growing putrid, by being con- 
tinually drain'd off thro' the Dud into the Bladder 
of Urine, and by being afrefli fupplied by the 
emulgent Artery -, and more being fecreted thin 
was evacuated, the Quantity thereby continually 
increafed ? 

Query 3* Was not this the Reafon why the Patient 
had never any anafarcous Swellings of her Thighs 
or Legs, nor any Thirft, or other Signs of a con- 
firmed Dropfy? 

^jiery ^. Were not the Lungs prevented from grow- 
ing by the great Diminution of the Cavity of the 
Thorax, and the PrefTure they fuftain'd from the 
diftended Abdomen? And might not their never 
having occupied a larger Space than they did at 
Birth, be the Reafon flie never laboured under any 
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§luery 5. Was not the Bladder of Urine likewifc'by 
the fuperincumbent Weight, prevented from di- 
lating itfelf ; and that the Reafon whv t'u: Water 
was often made, and always in lb -final] a Qnan- 
tity i 

In order to convey a more cica**"Idea of the fevc- 
ral Parts already ddf:*- b'd, f o chofe who may not 
have an Opportunity or ;nt ding them (thry being 
p-operly preferved for thte Parpofe), and b!i«*c fen- 
fir., e of the great Diliicuity or clearly reprdentmg by 
Words fuch Things as are out of die ordinary Courfe 
of Nature, I mi: it beg Leave to refer the Reader to 
the Figures hereto annex'd. 

See Tab. L 

Fig- 1. 

aaaa, The great Saccus that contain'd the Water. 

bb y The greater Diameter of the Saccus. 

cc 7 The lefilr Diameter. 

d 7 A prick/d Line fhews the Entrance of the emul- 
gent Vcflels. 

ef y Shews the Courfe of the Dud* between the Mem- 
branes of the Saccus. 

f 7 The Orifice opening oblicjuely into the Cavity. 

eg, The mflo&ed Part of the Dud, after its Egrefs 
from the Saccus y which palled between the Liga* 
mentum latum Uteri to the Bladder of Urine. 

fj The Dud, divided near the Bladder, where its 
Cavity was fo fmail as only to admit of a com- 
mon-flz d Probe, 
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Fig. 2. 

Rcprcfents the poftcrior View of the Uterus, Fal- 
lopian Tubes, and Ovary. 

aa, The Uterus. 

A, The Os Tinea. 

be, The Fallopian Tube in a natural State* 

r, The Morfus "Diaboli. 

d> The left Ovary in a natural State, 

ee, The Ligamentum rotundum. 

fg, The right Fallopian Tube. 

g y The Morfus 'Diaboli. 

hh> The right Ovary. 

//, The Ligamentum rotundum. 

kkkk, The Ligamentum latum Uteri, 

il y Its Adhefion to the Saccus. 
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